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UNIVERSAL  SUFFRAGE. 


SPEECH 


ow 


HON.  THOMAS  W.  PALMER, 


IN  THB 


SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


Fbiday,  Febbvaby  6,  1885. 


WASHINGTON. 

1885. 


SPEECH 

OW 

HON.  THOMAS  W.  PALMER. 


The  Senate  having  under  consideration  the  joint  resohition  (S.  R.  19)  j»roiK>3- 
ingan  amendment  to  the  Ck>nstitution  of  the  United  States,  as  follows: 

Resolved^  <fec..  That  the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Lefjislatures  of  t  he 
several  States  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  which, 
when  ratified  by  three-fourtliB  of  the  said  I^^^ifllatims,  shall  be  valid  as  part  of 
said  Constitution,  namely : 

Abticle  — . 

Sectton  1.  The  right  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  shall  not  bedenied 
CM*  abridged  by  the  United  States  or  by  any  State  on  account  of  sex. 

Sec.  2.  The  Congress  shall  have  power,  by  appropriate  legislation,  to  enforce 
the  provisions  of  this  article. 

Mr.  PALMER  said: 

Mr.  Pbesident:  This  resolation  mvolves  the  oonedderation  of  the 
broadest  step  in  the  progress  of  the  straggle  for  human  liberty  that  has 
ever  been  submitted  to  any  ruler  at  to  any  legislative  body.   Its  taking 

18  pregnant  with  wide  changes  in  the  pathway  of  future  civilization. 
Its  obstruction  Avill  del;  y  .uid  cripple  our  advancement.  The  triuity  of 
principles  which  Lord  Chatham  called  the  *  *  Bible  of  the  Knglisth  con- 
stitution, '  '^namely ,  the  Magna  Charta,  the  Petition  of  Rights,  and  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  are  towering  landmarks  in  the  history  of  our  race,  but 
they  immediately  amcemed  but  few  at  the  time  of  their  erection. 

The  Declaration  of  Independence  by  the  colonists,  and  its  successful 
assertion,  the  establishment  of  the  right  of  petition,  the  abolition  of 
imprisonment  for  debt,  and  the  property  qualification  for  sufirage  in 
nearly  all  the  States,  and  the  recognition  of  the  right  of  women  to  earn, 
hold,  enjoy,  and  devise  property  are  proud  and  notable  gains. 

The  emancipation  of  4,000,000  slaves  and  the  subsequent  extension 
of  sufOrage  to  the  male  adults  among  them  were  measures  enhugi^g 
the  possibilities  of  freedom,  tlie  full  ben^ts  of  whiiA  have  y^  to  be 
raOiiBed;*  but,  sir,  the  political  emandpation  of  26,000,000  of  our  eiti* 
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sens,  equal  to  us  in  most  essential  respects  and  soperior  tons  in  many, 

seems  to  me  to  translate  onr  nation,  almost  at  a  bound,  to  the  broad 

plateau  of  universril  ciiuality  and  co-operation  to  which  all  these  blood- 
stained and  prayer- worn  steps  have  sorely  led. 

msK  Aim  PBOGRSBS  OF  TBS  MOVEmarr. 

The  time  which  I  may  occupy  in  advocacy  of  this  nu  :isurc  will  not 
admit  of  even  a  cnrsoiy  review  of  the  history  and  progiess  of  the  move- 
ment wbo0e  nltiniate  is  beftm  ns. 

like  life  insnranee  and  the  man  who  carried  the  first  umbrella,  its 
inception  was  greeted  with  derision.  Bom  of  an  apparently  hopeless 
revolt  against  unjust  discrimination,  unequal  statutes,  and  cruel  con- 
structions of  courts,  it  has  pressed  on  and  over  ridicule,  malice,  indiffer- 
ence, and  oons^atism,  until  it  stands  in  the  gray  dawn  before  the 
most  powerful  Ic^ative  body  on  ewrlhand  ehalleDges  final  eonsidenip 
tion. 

In  its  progress  it  has  benefited  all  and  injured  none.  It  has  created 
a  public  sentimmt  before  which  Legislatures  have  bentaud  courts  have 
bowed. 

The  laws  which  degraded  onr  wives  have  been  everywhere  repealed 
or  nioditied,  and  our  children  may  now  be  born  of  free  women. 

Our  sisters  have  been  recognized  as  having  brains  as  well  as  hearts, 
and  as  capable  of  transacting  their  own  business  ofihirs. 

New  avenues  of  selfnsnpport  have  heem  found  and  profitably  entered 
upon,  and  the  doors  of  our  collies  have  ceased  to  creak  their  dismay 
at  the  approach  of  w  omen. 

Twelve  States  have  extended  limited  suffrage  through  tlieir  Legisla- 
tures, and  three  TerritOTiee  admit  all  citizens  of  suitable  age  to  the 
ballot-bax,  while  firom  no  single  locality  in  which  it  has  been  tried 
comes  any  word  but  that  of  satisfaction  concerning  the  experiment. 

The  spirit  of  inquiry  attendant  upon  the  agitation  and  discussion  of 
fhk  question  has  permeated  every  neighborhood  in  the  land,  and  none 
can  be  so  blind  as  to  miss  the  univ^sal  development  in  self-reqpect^ 
fidf-reliance,  general  intelligence,  and  increased  capacity  among  oar 
women.  They  have  lost  none  of  the  womanly  ;.':ra(;es,  but  by  fitting 
themselves  for  counselors  and  mental  compauionb  have  beuetited  man, 
more  perhaps  than  themsdves. 
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OBJK<ri  Ii)N8  CONSII>KRKD. 

In  considering  the  objections  to  this  extension  of  the  suffiage  we  aia 
ftHtunale  infindil^$  tiiem  grouped  in  the  advise  nqMHrtof  tbe  ^Kbunifgr 
^your  committee,  and  also  in  oonftdenUy  aasuming'from  the  acknowl- 
edged ability  and  evident  earnestness  of  the  distinguished  Senators 
who  prepared  it  that  all  is  contained  therein  in  the  way  of  argument 
m  protest  which  is  leHb  to  the  <^oaeuts  of  this  xebaa  aft^  thirtfy- 
eeven  years  of  disenssim. 

I  wish  that  every  Senator  would  examine  this  report  and  note  how 
many  of  its  reasonings  are  self-refuting  and  how  few  even  seem  to  war- 
rant further  antagonism. 

They  dte  the  physical  superimiy  of  msm^  but  offiar  no  amendment 
toin^easethevotingpowerof  aSulHvanortodisfi^mdiiseliiehalty  the 
lame,  the  blind,  or  the  sick. 

They  regard  the  mauly  head  of  the  laniily  as  its  only  proper  repre- 
sentative, but  would  not  exclude  the  adult  bachelor  sous. 

They  ui^  disability  to  praform  military  service  as  &tal  to  lull  citi- 
aenship,  but  would  hardly  conarat  to  resign  tl^  own  rights  because 
Aey  have  passed  the  age  of  conscription,  or  qiiestion  those  of  Quakers, 
who  will  not  light,  or  of  professional  men  ;unl  civic  otlicials,  who,  like 
mothei-s,  are  regarded  as  of  more  use  to  the  state  at  home. 

They  are  dismayed  by  a  vision  of  women  in  attendance  at  caucuses 
«( late  hours  of  the  nii^t,  but  doubtteas  ^oy  thdr  presence  at  routs 
and  entertainment  until  the  early  dawn.  They  de]^ecate  1^  iq^ear- 
wice  of  women  at  political  meetings;  but,  in  Michigan,  women  have 
attended  such  meetings  for  yeai-s  upon  the  earnest  solicitation  of  those 
in  charge,  and  the  influ^tice  of  their  preemce  has  beffli  ftr  good.  Elo- 
quent WMuen  axe  employed  by  State  committees  of  all  parlies  to  osn- 
vass  in  their  interests*  and  are  highly  valued  and  respected. 

They  object,  for  their  own  States,  to  the  addition  of  their  former  bonds- 
women because  of  their  ignorance;  but  that  risk  was  taken  at  greater 
luunud  up<m  the  adopti<m  of  the  fiftemth  amwdment;  and  I  hardly 
think  the  gentlemen  would  cue  to  acknowledge  their  inability  to  pro- 
vide that  control  for  women  which  they  appear  to  have  obtained  over 
the  men. 

They  object  that  many  mmm  do  not  desire  the  suf&age  and  that 
aome  would  not  ex^dse  it.   It  is  piobaUj  true,  ae^rflenciunied.  thi^ 
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niany  fllftves  did  not  desiie  cananGipatioaml863,  and  tbereaxeiimiin 
most  oommnnities  who  do  not  vote,  but  we  hear  of  no  fireedmanto-daj 
who  asks  le-enslav^ent  and  no  proposition  is  offered  to  disftandiise  all 

men  because  some  neglect  their  duty. 

The  minority  profess  a  willingness  to  have  this  measoie  considered 
as  a  local  issiie  rather  than  a  national  one,  but  those  who  recall  flie 
fidlnres  to  extend  the  ballot  to  black  men,  in  l&e  mostliberal  Northmi 

States,  by  a  pop^llar  vote,  may  be  excused  if  they  question  their  irank- 
nessin  suggesting  this  transler  of  responsibility. 

Hie  edneatkn  of  the  people  of  a  wfaoIeStateon  thb  parUeotair  qaea- 
tion  is  a  much  more  laborious  and  expensiye  wmrk  than  an  appeal  to 
the  several  Legislatures.  The  subject  would  be  much  more  likely  to 
receive  intelligent  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  picked  men  of  a  State, 
where  calm  discussion  may  be  had,  than  at  the  polls  where  pr«gadice 
and  tradition  oftoitimes  ezeort  a  more  potent  infliienee  than  logio  and 
justice. 

To  deny  this  method  to  the  women  of  this  country  is  to  discriminate 
against  them  invidiously. 

A  whole  raoe,  distinct  fnnn  ns,  was  enfomcfaised  in  this  waj,  after 

repeated  attanpfes  at  securing  pc^pnlar  i^proval  from  the  voters  had 

foiled,  and  to  redfhse  it  to  those  to  whom  we  are  boond  by  the  dearest 

ties  betrays  an  indifference  to  their  requests,  or  an  inexplicable  ad- 
hesion to  pr^udice,  which  is  only  sought  to  be  defended  by  an  asserted 
regard  fi»  women,  which  to  me  seems  most  illogicaL 

I  share  no  feem  of  ^he  d^radatira  of  women  by  the  baQot.  I  believe 
rather  that  it  will  elevate  men.  I  believe  the  tom;  of  our  politics  will 
be  hi^ier;  that  our  caucuses  will  be  jealously  guarded,  and  our  con-  • 
TCfttimis  more  orderly  and  deooaoos.  I  believe  the  polls  will  be  freed 
from  the  vulgarity  and  coarseness  which  now  too  often  snrroond  them, 
and  thattbepollingbooths,  instead  of  beii^inlhe least  attractive  parts 
ot  a  ward  or  town,  will  be  in  the  most  attractive;  instead  of  being  in 
stables,  will  be  in  parlors.  I  believe  the  character  of  candidates  will  be 
more  closely  scmtinized  and  ihat  better  officers  will  be  chosen  to  make 
and  admiidster  &e  laws.  I  believe  that  the  casting  of  the  ballot  will 
be  invested  with  a  seriousness — I  had  almost  said  a  sanctity — second 
only  to  a  religious  observance. 
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THE  MISUSE  OF  THE  BIBLE. 

The  objections  enumerated  above  appear  to  be  the  only  proflerings 
against  ibis  measoie  excepting  certain  firagmentary  quotations  and  de- 
dnedonsftom  the  sacred  Scriptores;  and  here,  Ifc.  Ftesideat,  Idesire 
to  enter  my  most  solemn  protest. 

The  opinions  of  Paul  and  Peter  as  to  what  was  the  best  policy  for 
the  struggling  churches  under  their  supervision,  in  deferring  to  tl^e 
pr^ndiees  of  the  oommnnities  which  they  desired  to  attaract  and  beneilt, 
were  not  inspirations  fi»  the  goidanoe  of  our  eivilizBli<m  in  matters  of 
political  co-operation;  and  every  apparent  inhibiti<m  of  the  levelment 
of  the  caste  of  sex  may  be  neutralized  by  selections  of  other  paragraplis 
Mid  by  the  general  spirit  and  trend  of  the  Holy  l>ook. 

In  the  history  of  human  advaaoement  no  single  iuduence  has  been 
so  powerihl  as  that  of  tiie  Bible.  It  has  snfitoed  fiir  all  the  ages  pest 
and  will  suffice  for  the  ages  to  come.  To  its  stndentshas  omue  wisdom. 
Ito  precepts  have  trained  to  virtue.  To  the  wretched  it  has  afforded 
comfort,  and  to  the  sonowing  it  has  broi^ht  consolation.  None  have 
learned  ftom  it  had  dtbuiship,aiid  iisgaidaimehas  ever  led  to  gentle- 
ness, honor,  and  tratti.  Ite  histories,  pomiB,  and  inq^ved  dizeelioiia, 
:Utogether,  inculcate  the  broadest  equality  of  the  human  race  and  thm 
gieateet  tenderness  of  mutual  rights,  while  its  pyramidion,  the  Golden 
Role,  voiced  hj  the  Sav]oar,ooatains  iheeaaenoeof  ail  the  law  and  the 
prophets. 

Sir,  my  reverence  for  this  grandest  of  all  compilations,  homan  or  di- 
vine, compels  a  protest  against  its  being  cast  into  the  street  as  a  barri- 
cade against  eveiy  moral,  political,  and  social  reformj  lest,  when  the 
piareh  of  progress  shall  have  swq^  on  and  over  to  its  oonsommation,  it 
may  appear  to  the  snperfidal  observer  that  it  is  the  Mble  whidi  has 
been  overthrown  and  not  its  erroneous  interpretation. 

TKAnmOK  AMD  PABJUmCB  SKOm<D  SB  IJUD  ASnUL 

Sir,  if  with  our  present  experience  of  the  needs  and  dax^m  of  oo- 
operaUve  government  aud  our  present  observation  of  woman's  .social 
and  economic  status,  we  could  divest  ourselves  of  our  traditions  aud 
prejudices,  and  the  question  oi  sol&age  should  come  up  for  incorpora- 
tion into  a  new  organic  law,  a  distancflmi  baaed  upon  aes  would  not  be 
entertained  for  a  moment. 
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It  seems  to  me  that  we  should  divest  ourselves  to  the  utmost  exteut 
poSBible  (tf  theaecntanglemfrnts  of  taadition  and  judicially  examine  tiuee 
questioitfi  relative  to  the  ptopoaed  extension  of  snffirage:  Firat.  b  it 

right  ?  Second.  Is  it  desirable?  Third.  Is  it  expedient?  II*  these  be 
determined  afi^matively  our  duty  is  plain. 

SB  XT  KCOHTT  * 

If  tiie  right  of  tlie  govemed  and  the  taxed  to  a  vdoe  in  detennini]^  by 

whom  they  shall  be  govemed  and  to  what  extent  and  for  what  purposes 
they  may  be  taxed  is  not  a  natural  right,  it  is  nevertheless  a  right  to 
the  dedacation  and  establishment  of  which  by  the  fathers  we  owe  all 
tii«twepoa8easo:i'  liberty,  lliqrdeduedtaxatfamwiihoatxepieeratfr- 
lion  to  be  tyranny,  and  grappled  with  the  most  powerfbl  natkm  of  their 
day  in  a  seven  years'  struggle  for  the  overthrow  of  such  tyranny. 

It  appears  incredible  to  me  t  hat  any  one  can  indorse  the  principles  pro- 
daimed  by  tiie  patnota  of  1776  and  deny  their  applioatian  to  wooun. 

Samtiel  Adams  stdd: 

Representation  and  legislation,  as  weU  as  taxation,  are  inseparable,  acoordiiig 
to  the  spirit  of  our  Constitution  and  of  all  others  that  are  free. 

Again,  he  said: 

No  man  can  be  jostly  tasoed  hy,or  bound  i&  oonadenoe  to  <^b«y,any  law  (o 
which  lie  has  not  given  his  ceoBent  in  peiSQtt  or  by  big  lepfes^ 

And  again: 

No  7iian  can  take  another's  property  from  him  without  his  consent.  This  is 
the  law  of  nature ;  and  a  violation  of  it  is  the  same  thing  whether  it  is  done  by 
one  man,  who  is  called  a  king,  or  by  five  hundred  of  anothinr  denominaHon. 

James  Otis,  in  speaking  of  the  rights  of  the  colonists  as  descendants 
of  Engl^hmeii,  said  they  ''were  not  to  be  cheated  ont  of  them  by  any 
phmt^  of  virtoal  ic^nseata^on  <Mr  any  otiMr  A^Akm  of  law  or  poli* 

tics." 
Again: 

Ho  such  phrase  as  virtual  representation  is  known  in  law  or  constituUon.  It 
is  altogether  a  subtlety  and  illusion,  wholly  unfoun<liMt  and  al>surd. 

The  Dedacation  of  Independence  asaerte  tliat,  to  secnre  the  inalira- 
able  rights  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  govemmmitB 

are  instituted  among  men,  "deriving  their  just  powers  ficom  the  eon- 
sent  of  the  govemed." 


» 

Bayamin  Fiaoklin  vnote: 

That  liberty  or  freedom  ocmsista  in  having  ah  actual  share  In  the  appointment 
of  those  who  frame  the  laws  wd  who  are  Oie  guardians  <d  every  man's  lite, 

proper^,  and  peace.  a* 
That  they  who  liave  no  voice  nor  vote  in  the  electing  of  rqpreeenttwivce  oo 
not  enjoy  liberty,  but  are  absolute  enslaved  to  those  who  have  votes  and  to 
Mi^  representatives. 

James  Madison  said: 

Under  every  view  of  the  subject,  it  seemfl  indispensable  that  the  mass  of  the 
citizens  should  not  be  without  ii  voice  in  making  the  laws  which  they  are  to 
obey,  and  iu  choosing  the  magistrates  who  are  to  administer  them. 

Bnt  it  seems unneoessaij  to molttj^tiieBeexoerp^fi^^ 

student  of  the  history  of  those  times.  , 
These  declarations  were  not  confined  to  our  shores. 
Lord  Somera  said: 

Among  aU  the  ri^ts  and  privOeges  appertaining  unto  us,  that  of  having  a 
share  in  the  legislation,  and  being  governed  by  such  laws  as  we  ourselves  shall 
oause,  is  the  most  fundamental  and  essential  as  weU  as  the  most  advantageoua 
and  beneticial. 

The  judicioas  Hoc^er  wrote: 

Agieeatae  to  the  same  just  ^vil^;es  of  natoral  eqnUy  is  that  maxhn  of  tho 
Bluish  constitution  that  "  Law  to  bind  all  must  beasseutedto  by  all,"  and  then 
san  be  no  legal  appearance  of  assent  without  some  desree  of  representation, 

Iu  1790,  Condon  et,  in  his  treatiseon  the  admisoon  of  women  to  the 

lights  of  citizenship  iu  Fiiuice,  -says: 

Kow,  the  rights  of  men  result  solely  from  the  fact  that  they  are  nitional  bc- 
togS,susceplibleof  acquiring  iiioni!  ideas  and  reasoningon  those  ideas.  Women, 
liavhig  the  same  qualities,  have  the  same  equal  rights.  Either  no  one  indivM- 
iMd  of  the  human  kind  has  true  rights  or  aU  have  the  same,  and  one  who  votea 
agamsl  the  right  of  another,  whatever  be  that  other's  lellgion,  oolor,  <Nr  sex. 
from  that  mcmient  forf^ts  his  own. 

Mirabeau  coudenses  the  whole  question  in  his  definition  that  a  "rejp- 
zeseutative  body  should  be  a  miniature  of  the  whole  commuuity." 

The  ri^t  <rf  vromen  to  personal  Tepiesentation  through  the  ballot 
seems  to  me  nnaasailable,  wherever  tiie  right  of  man  is  omoeded  and 
exercised.  I  can  conceive  of  no  possible  abstract  jnatifiealuMi  for  tte 
exclusion  of  the  one  and  the  iuclusioii  of  the  other. 

IS  IT  IMBBIBAUJlt 

Is  the  recognition  ot  this  right  desirable?  The  earliest  mention  of 
the  Saxon  peoples  is  found  in  the  Geiuiany  of  Tacitus,  and,  in  his  terse 


10 

description  of  them,  lie  states  tliat  "in  all  grave  matters  they  consult 

their  women.'*  Can  we  afford  to  dispute  the  benefit  of  this  counseling 
in  the  advancement  of  our  race? 

The  measure  of  the  dvilization  of  any  Nation  may  be  no  more  surely 
aaoertttiiied  by  its  oonsamption  of  salt  than  by  thesocial,  eeonomiCy  and 
political  status  of  its  women. 

It  is  not  enough  for  contentment  that  we  assert  the  superiority  of  our 
irom^  in  intelligence,  virtue,  and  self-sustaiuing  qualities,  but  we  are 
to  consider  the  profit  to  them  and  to  the  State  in  their  further  advanoe* 
ment. 

Our  stiitistics  are  lamentably  meager  in  information  as  to  the  status 
of  our  women  outside  their  mere  enumeration,  but  we  learn  that  in  a 
angle  State  42,000  are  aaseased  and  paj  oue-deTenth  of  the.  total  bnr^ 
den  of  tKKation,  with  no  Toioe  in  its  disbaraement. 

From  the  imperfect  gleaning  of  the  Tenth  Census  we  learn  that  of 
the  total  enumerated  bread-winners  of  the  United  States  moro  tlian 
one-eeraa^  ore  womeru  They  are  classified  in  round  terms  as  follows: 
AgdeiMmf  900,000;  professional  and  peEBonalaorvioee,  1,400,000;  trade 
and  tnmsporfatiGn,  60,000;  manufactuxeB  and  mechanical  and  mining 
industries,  600,000.  That  these  2,647,157  citisens  of  whom  we  have 
official  information  labor  from  necessity,  and  are  everywhere  underpaid, 
18  witlun  the  knowledge  and  observation  oi*  every  Senator  upon  this 
floor. 

Only  theGovernmwit  makesany  pretense  of  paying  women  in  aeeord- 

ance  with  the  labor  performed — without  submitting  them  to  the  com- 
petition of  their  starving  sisters,  whose  natural  dignity  and  seli-re^pect 
have  sofEbred  from  being  driven  by  the  fierce  prossnroof  want  into  the 
few  and  crowded  avenues  fer  the  exchan^  of  their  labor  for  bread. 

Is  it  not  the  highest  exhibit  of  the  moral  superiority  of  our  women 
that  so  very  few  consent  to  exchange  pinching  penury  for  gilded  vice? 

Will  the  poffieasion  of  the  ballot  multiply  and  widen  these  avenue 
to  self-support  and  independence? 

The  most  thoughtful  women  who  have  given  the  snbject  thorough 
examination  believe  it,  and  I  can  not  but  infer  that  many  men,  lookii^ 
only  to  their  own  selfish  interests,  fear  it. 

Bistory  teadiee  that  ev^y  class  which  has  assumed  political  xe^pon- 
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sibility  has  been  materially  elevated  and  improved  thereby,  and  I  can 
not  believe  that  the  rale  woold  have  an  ezeqptiom  in  tiie  women  of 

to-day. 

I  do  not  say  that  to  the  idealized  women  so  generally  described  by 
obstructionists — ^the  dainty  darlings  whose  prototypes  aro  to  l>e  ibund 
in  tlie  hmines  of  Walter  Soott  and  Fennimora  Coopei^immediate 
awak«ung  would  come;  bnt  to  the  toilers,  the  wage-workers,  and  the 
women  of  affairs  the  consequent  enlargement  of  possibilities  would  give 
new  courage  and  stimulate  to  new  endeavor,  and  the  state  would  be 
the  gainer  thereby. 

The  often  urged  fear  that  the  degraded  and  vicious  would  swarm  to 
the  XK)lls,  while  the  intelligent  and  virtuous  would  stand  aloof,  is  fhlly 
met  by  the  fact  that  the  former  class  has  never  asked  for  the  suffrage 
or  shown  interest  in  its  seeking,  while  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
petitions  aro  from  our  best  tmd  noblest  women,  including  those  whose 
eflfortofor  the  ameli<nati<m  of  Ite  wnmgs  and  snffiirings  of  othm  have 
wmi  font  Hiem  imperishable  tablete  in  the  tonple  of  humanity. 

Would  fear  be  entertained  that  the  state  would  suffer  mortal  harm 
if,  by  some  strange  revolution,  its  exclusive  control  should  be  turned 
over  to  an  oligarchy  composed  of  such  women  as  have  been  and  are 
identified  wiA  the  agitation  for  the  pditical  wnandpatian  itf  tiidr 
sex? 

Saloon^,  brothels,  and  gaming-houses  might  vanish  before  such  an 
administration;  wars — ^avoidable  with  safety  and  honor — might  not  be 
nnderfeakenyand  taxes  might  be  diverted  to  paiposesitfgraieral  sanita- 
tion and  higher  education,  but  neither  in  these  respects  nor  in  efforts 
to  lift  the  bowed  and  strengths  the  weak  would  the  ri^t  to  life,  lib- 
erty, and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  be  placed  in  peril. 

Women  have  exeroised  the  highest  dvil  powers  in  all  ages  of  the 
wodd— Aom  Zenobia  to  Victoria— and  have  exhibited  statecraft  ami 
military  capacity  of  high  degree  without  d^ataeting  firom  their  graces 
as  women  or  their  virtues  as  mothers. 

A  woman,  Mrs.  Boss,  designed  the  American  dag. 

The  records  of  all  wars  diow  the  pnamob  of  women  in  the  ranks. 

More  than  four  hundred  were  discovered  in  the  Union  Army  who  had 
eluded  the  scrutiny  of  the  mustering  oflicers  and  served  in  diqgniae. 
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The  senrkes  of  Clara  Burton,  Dorothfis  Diz,  ElusriyetiiBlackweli,  md 
hundreds  of  other  noble  women  were  as  Talnable  as  any  reoeived. 

That  the  most  imi)ortant  campaign  of  that  war  was  plauned  by  Aima 
Ella  Carroll  is  attested  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
&US  of  the  House  of  Bepiesratatives  Mareh  3,  1881,  as  ''ihlly  estah- 
lished^"  and  was  vouched  for  in  ebOxnate  detail  by  Hon.  B.  F.  Wade, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  cm  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  soon  after  its 
'triumphant  close  permitted  him  to  speak. 

The  rallying  of  a  Michigan  regiment  by  Ann  Ethridge  and  leading 
tlmn  again  into  the  hot  fires  of  ChwoellorBville  was  only  a  repetitimi 
q£  the  chivalroos  deeds  of  women  recorded  in  every  age. 

The  preponderance  of  women  in  our  chin  ches,  our  charitable  organ- 
izations, our  educational  councils  has  been  of  such  use  as  to  suggest  the 
benefit  of  their  incorporation  into  onr  voiing  force  to  the  least  observant. 

A  woman  who  owns  railroad  manu&olazjBs  or  mining  stodc  may 
vote  unquestioned  by  thesideof  the  br^htest  business  men  of  onr  oon- 
tinent,  but  if  she  transfers  her  property  into  real  estate  she  loses  all 
voice  in  its  control. 

Their  abilities,  intellectual,  physical,  and  political,  are  as  various  as 
oars,  and  tfa^  m  wbo  set  up  any  sins^staadttrd,  however  lovely,  by 
which  to  determine  the  rights,  needs,  and  ])o»sibilities  of  the  sex. 

To  me  the  recognition  of  their  capacity  for  full  citizenship  is  right 
Mid  desirable,  and  it  only  remains  to  consider  whether  it  is  safe,  whether 
it  is  expedient. 

IS  IT  nraoxENx? 

To  this  let  esperienoe  answer  to  the  extent  that  the  experiment  has 
been  tried. 

During  the  first  thirty  years  of  the  independence  of  New  Jersey,  uni- 
versal suflfrage  was  only  limited  by  a  property  qualilication;  but  we  do 
not  learn  that  divoroes  were  common,  that  fiunilica  were  more  divided 
<m  poUtiesd  tiiao  on  ndiglons  diffBrenoes,  Hiat  diildien  were  nc^^eeted 
49  tiiat  patriotism  languished,  although  the  first  seven  years  of  that 
experiment  were  years  of  decimating  war,  and  the  remaining  twenty- 
three  of  poverty  and  recuperation — conditions  most  conducive  to  dis- 
eimtent  and  ^ratlc  legislation. 

Hie  r^MMTts  &c»n  Wyomii^^,  which  I  have  raamined,  are  uniform  in 
aatisfiMstion  with  tiie  system,  and  I  do  not  learn  l&erefirom  that  women 
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require  greater  physical  strength,  fighting  qualities,  or  mascuUnity  to 
deposit  a  ballot  than  a  letter  or  visiting-card;  wlule  in  thdr  anrvioe  as 

jurors  they  have  exhibited  greater  courage  than  their  brothers  in  find- 
ing verdicts  against  desperadoes  in  accordance  with  the  facts. 

Governors,  jndges,  officers,  and  citizens  unite  in  praises  of  the  infiu- 
ence  of  women  upon  the  making  and  execution  <rf  wholesome  laws. 

In  Washington  Territory,  hist  out  of  a  total  v<rtie  40,00^ 
12,000  ballots  were  cast  by  women,  and  everywhere  firi«ads  weie  re- 
joiced and  opponents  silenced  as  apprehended  dangers  vanished  upcm 

approach. 

Some  of  the  comments  of  converted  newspaper  editors  which  have 
reached  us  are  worthy  of  presCTvation  and  fiitore  refanenoa  The  eiee- 
tions  were  <|niet  and  peaceable  for  the  first  time;  the  brawls  of  toitttl 

njen  gave  place  to  the  courtesies  of  social  intercourse;  saloons  were 
closed,  and  nowhere  were  the  ladies  insulted  or  in  any  way  annoyed. 
From  the  Me  <rf  Man,  wh^  universal  suffrage  obtains,  comes  similar 
approval. 

Women  vote  intelligently  and  safely,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  their 
place  is  solely  at  home  any  more  Hum  that  the  farmer  should  never  leave 
his  farm,  the  mechanic  his  shop,  the  teacher  his  desk,  the  clerg\'man  his 
study,  or  the  professional  man  his  oMce  ibr  the  purpose  of  expressing 
Ins  wishes  and  opini<ms  at  the  tribunal  of  tiie  ballot-box. 

To-day— and  to  a  greater  extent  in  the  near  ftiture— we  are  eo^ifironted 
with  political  conditions  dangerous  to  the  integrity  of  our  Nation. 

In  the  unforeseen  but  consistent  absorption  from  immiu'rants  and 
Ibnner  bcmdsmen  of  a  vast  army  of  untrained  voters,  without  restric- 
tions as  to  intelligence,  eharacter,  «f  patrii^affln,  many  poUtical  eotmo- 
mists  see  the  material  for  anarchy  and  public  dramfaliastioiL 

It  is  claimed  that  the  necessities  of  parties  oompel  subeerviwicy  to 
the  lawless  and  vicious  classes  in  onr  cities,  and  that,  without  the  ad- 
^ition  of  a  counterbalancing  element,  the  enactment  and  enforcement 
of  wholesome  statntes  will  soim  be  tanposeable. 

Fortunately  that  needed  element  is  not  fiur  to  seA.  It  stands  at  ttie 
door  of  the  Congreas  urging  annexation.  In  its  strivings  for  justice 
it  has  cried  aloud  in  petitions  from  the  best  of  our  land,  and  more  than 
one-third  of  the  present  voters  of  five  States  have  indorsed  its  cause. 
Its  advocates  m  no  Ismsst  the  ridienled  iew  but  the  respected  many. 
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A  lisfe  <tf  the  leaden  of  piogremTe  thought  <rf  tius  genemtion  who 
espouse  and  xuge  this  lefinm  would  be  too  long  and  eompiehensiTe  for 

xecital, 

Mr.  Pzeodent,  I  do  not  ask  the  submission  of  this  amendment,  nor 
diall  I  mgeits  ad<q»tkm  because  it  isdesoed  by  a  pc^on  of  ^e  Amer- 
ican women,  although  in  intelligence,  property,  andnumbero  that  por- 
tion would  seem  to  have  every  requisite  for  the  enforcement  of  their 
demands;  neither  are  we  bound  to  give  undue  regard  to  the  timidity 
and  hemtaticm  of  ^t  possibly  larger  portion  who  shrink  from  addi- 
tional respmsibilities;  but  I  a^  and  shall  urge  it  because  tlie  Nation 
has  need  of  the  co-operation  of  women  in  its  direction. 

The  war  power  of  every  government  compels,  upon  occasion,  all  cit- 
iff^  <tf  suitable  age  and  physique  to  leave  tiieir  homes,  lamilieSf  and 
avocations  to  be  merged  in  armies,  whether  tiiey  be  willing  or  unwill- 
ing,  craven  or  bold,  patriotic  or  indifferent,  and  no  one  gainsays  tiie 
right,  because  the  necessities  of  state  require  their  services. 

We  have  passed  the  barsh  stages  incident  to  our  pennaaent  institu- 
tion. We  have  conquered  our  independence,  conquered  the  respect  oi 
European  powers,  conquered  our  neighbors  on  the  WestOTi  Continent, 
and  at  vast  cost  of  life  and  waste  have  couquered  our  internal  differ- 
mces  and  emerged  a  Nation  unquestioned  from  without  or  withiu. 

Ourberoic  and  semi-barbarous  ages  have  closed  and  slumber  in  his- 
tory, never,  I  trust,  to  be  reacted. 

The  great  questions  of  the  iuture  conduct  of  our  people  are  to  be 
economic  and  social  ones.  No  one  questions  t  he  superiority  of  womanly 
tmrt:fTy»b^  and  consequent  thought,  in  tiie  latter,  and  the  repeated  Mi- 
mes and  absurdities  exhibited  by  male  k^pslaton  in  tiie  treatment  dt 
the  former,  shonld  give  pause  to  any  assertion  of  superiority  thwe. 

The  day  has  come  when  the  counsel  and  service  of  women  is  required 

by  the  highest  interests  of  the  State,  and  who  shall  gainsay  their  con- 
•eriptum? 

We  place  the  baUot  in  tiie  keq^ing  of  immigrantB  who  have  grown 

middle-aged  or  old  in  the  environment  of  governments  diasimOar  to  the 
spirit  and  purpose  of  ours,  and  we  do  well;  because  the  responsibility 
aeeimpaiving  the  trusi  tends  to  examination,  comparison,  and  couse- 
quentpoMtiod  ednealfam;  but  we  dedine  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  sod 
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of  our  daughters,  wives,  and  mothers,  who  were  bom  and  are  aheady 
educated  under  our  system,  reading  the  same  newspapers,  books,  and 
periodicals  as  ourselves,  proud  of  our  common  history,  tenacious  of  our 
theories  of  human  rights,  and  soUcitous  for  our  future  progress. 

Whatever  may  have  been  wisest  as  to  the  extension  of  suffrage  to 
this  tender  and  humane  class,  when  wars  of  assertion  or  conquestwere 
likely  to  be  considered,  to-day  and  t«-morrow  and  thereafter  no  valid 
MBon  seems  assignable  &x  longer  neglect  to  avail  ourselves  of  their  as- 
sDciation. 

O 


